Dear Canaan and Bella,

can you believe its already been a whole year since Eli visited you?  i'm so excited to send Eli back to you again this year!!  he has been crossing off  the days on his calendar until he got to come back to Florida!  He had so much fun at your house last year, and cannot wait to be with you both, to be in warmer weather, and to see your ocean again!

Now...you know Eli.  He's a lot like you guys!  He's full of sweetness...but sometimes decides that he wants to be in charge of himself, and do his own thing and make his own choices.  The problem is, God has put me in charge of Eli, much like God has put your mom and dad in charge of you, to make choices for you and to lead you.  But don't you sometimes want to be in charge of yourself?      Aren't we all like that?   We forget that we can trust God and his love for us, so we make choices for ourselves and disobey and do things that we want to do even though we aren't supposed to, and end up in a mess sometimes.  But doesn't it feel SO good when we remember just how much we are loved by God, even when we are naughty?  That's why i'm sending Eli to you again this year.  So you can help him to remember how much Jesus loves him, even when he does naughty things.

you know how you and your mom and dad have been talking about repentance a lot this year, and turning back to God when you make mistakes, so that He can give you a great big hug?  Well...i'm wondering if you could teach Eli about that this year.  I thought that maybe if he spent some more time with you guys, you could teach him about how much God loves him all the time, and that he can run back to Jesus every time he's naughty and remember God's love!!

thank you for teaching Eli and for helping him remember the most important thing this season...that Jesus came to earth as the Savior of the world, to Rescue us!!  that's what we get to celebrate!!  Hope has Come!!

i'll be back on Christmas Eve to drop off some surprises, and to pick up Eli.  Make sure to give him big hugs before you go to bed on Christmas Eve!

I love you both, and am busily working on some special surprises for you :)  

take good care of my special elf, Eli!

